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INTRODUCTION: A CRITICAL PROVISO 
Southeast Asian studies have developed to become a considerable field of 
study in Australia. Southeast Asia, as Australia's neighbouring region, has 
been the focus of national interest and this interest has encouraged consid-
erable research and teaching in Australian universities for several decades. 
Yet "Southeast Asian Studies" as a whole has never been a unified subject 
of investigation nor can the study of Southeast Asia be extricated from 
(tther specific fields of research. Many of the individuals who have made 
I he greatest contribution to the general field of Southeast Asian Studies have 
seen themselves primarily as contributors either to a particular discipline 
such as anthropology, politics, economics or demography or to the study 
of a particular country within Southeast Asia. 
One might go further and argue that Southeast Asia could well be 
seen as a "transitory" category created in the period after the Second World 
War. Despite the existence of a political foundation through ASEAN for the 
present conception of Southeast Asia, views of this grouping of countries 
could well be reformulated in the future. 
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